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September 12, 2023
Mayor Mike Savage
Halifax Regional Municipality
Waye Mason
Councillor, District 7
Halifax Regional Municipality

Re: Continued Use of Wanderers Field for Professional Sports

Dear Mr. Savage and Mr. Mason, 
The Friends of the Public Gardens (TFPG) is a registered charity with the mandate to encourage and support the preservation, enhancement, and celebration of the Halifax Public Gardens (HPG) for the ongoing enjoyment of the general public in recognition of its uniqueness as a national resource. 
The TFPG Constitution further states that TFPG promotes the preservation and protection of structures of historical and aesthetic significance in the immediate environs of the Public Gardens.
The HPG is the only surviving Victorian garden in North America and was recognized as a National Historic Site in 1984. The HPG continues to be an important site for cultural events that are free and open to all members of the public, attracting over one million visitors per year, with over 4,000 people in attendance at the TFPG 2023 summer concert series alone.
Continued use of the Wanderers Grounds as a professional sports venue will further erode the important role the HPG play as a sanctuary in the city, offering important respite and supporting positive mental health for many Haligonians. 
This is already under threat, with the atmosphere of the HPG impacted each time the Halifax Wanderers Football Club hosts a game at Wanderers Grounds. The close proximity of these two sites is not compatible. 
TFPG has had to significantly reduce the number of events held in the HPG each summer due to the competing noise from the Wanderers Grounds. Our musicians and artists cannot compete against the sounds of fans and loudspeakers. This means that events that could be enjoyed by all members of the public are now being usurped by events that can only be enjoyed by those who must pay. We do not believe that private interests should reduce public access to cultural events. 
TFPG is proud to be supporting a truly public space on public land, ensuring that anyone and everyone can enjoy the beauty and community that the HPG provides. TFPG continues to restrict any private entity from operating or promoting themselves within the HPG. We firmly believe that public land should be for public use.    
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TFPG oppose any arrangement which would see the continued use of Wanderers Grounds by
any professional sports league or the erection of a permanent stadium on Halifax Common land. The
Wanderers Grounds should revert to its intended use by amateur sports teams only.
We would like to reiterate our willingness to work together with City Council and our neighbours on the Halifax Common to come to a mutually beneficial agreement. But we cannot stay silent on the impact that these decisions continue to have on the HPG. We look forward to meeting with you on this matter at your earliest convenience. 
Sincerely, 


Judith Cabrita
[bookmark: _GoBack]Chair,  The Friends of the Public Gardens 


cc:    Halifax Regional Municipality Councillors
         Ray Walsh, Manager, Parks, Halifax Regional Municipality
         Renée Lutwick, President, Halifax Lancers
         Mark Robar, President, Wanderers Lawn Bowls Club	
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